MOTOR BOATING
& SAILING

Condifion Report:

Pearson 323

BY JiM THORPE

Modern arrangements and design innovations
for a boat traditional in outward appearance

1 Bisd hsard tlist the Poarsen 329 was
e designe bt T odidnt reakize low
mche tie desien was o depanuome from
the traalitional Pessson line antil 1
stepped aboard the pretotvpe at
Flavwkins & Fales, Bristol, Bl Poarson
Yachts has. in edsemce, hoilt o teadi-
tiomal Bt an cntovand agpessance, b
cemnpletely psdedgmed and modeesized
the arrandoments, starting in the cock-
it ansd continming belewdecks,

Ay fist look theooab the eockpit
povineted gy somme of tese redesianed
leatuires, The 333% seats are rounced
il pifehed whicle omike tlean very
conmbortabio. A dhahbaoged-ty
stenprent pane] along the feras
ol the cockpit sell i pngled foe e
wiwwing v the Delosoi aead Tuos
spmice for e pennally peopeicied -
s This maedde] bad o koot -
waitigh-speeed, wind-pasat mnd en-

reestiny aspects aof the
l'lll_LIl:l HrdrE s tli= elrains Tor the
wainecl owells wml G L1:'|:|'r:|:tl'-1u|ll|h:
sbodatier |_|||||]:.|_r|||1l|_';||_~| ||1||,|1_". T v
(LTI acith eliesifins -Iil-:-t-l:'l_\ il
Bard, There e soom e the aft eaul of
the woekgil suitable for Leding o o
lamig-fomsdn-ian Fife raft, Twa Lirgs por
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amal starhoard sail bins are open o e
Bilpe Dot cheed off by pedforted
Boardy the =ail bims come with lock
Basps. ALl cockpil seal hateles are fits
fed with gaoedosiee lips 8o keep waler
ol of the lockers,

Witlking nround the deck. 1 notived
smme ather features: standasd how pul-
pit with wenchor caller chock, dolde
life lines in fiew of the standand siogle
limee, sunch staprchions througl-Bualied and
Backed Ly fiberglass plates. The b
anchoar well & lorge enoush o lold o
20k i1 Danferth anchor thovsh his e
Tiach bwe samaller wnchors staowed in the
well, The well has a S-inch drain and
two anchor tie-down pad-eves, A
aroove s malded dn the hatch cover
frunt for Lthe anchoer line, The T0-gallon
water capacity s divided betwean
tlaree danks withe the Gy on deck.

The wibin top has two Darude vonts,
The oo bo starboand s standard: the
optional one can be addbed at any Einee,
The wnusual thing aboul this installa-
tiga is that the Dorade splits the main
vabin bolkhead, with the vent divided
Lrerwwen Che leied aned i calin,
Two abwminomm, black-frame Bonsar
b8 hapches are staosluond; one foa-
ward caldn, one nuin cahin
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Teak ool rails mun dowa baeth sides
af the trmk cabin. Teak cap ralls fol-
Ly alonyg Baoth sides above e oo
rails witly bepasitiful searfs whese the
prisces are joinad. The toe rails ander-
neatly staet ot aboot fosse feehes Tor-
ward ased reee osei nlt ||_" e H""'ICF“-

Feoaiie fiseil  teeleel adeacliights are o
thie i eaben-duoose sides: o Lermest s
Abeti jneiues, amd all of them are Fosh
with the calin side, & plos for salety,
Fven the companionway lateh 35 Bush
with the cabin top, An aptinmal sea
hacsd ezn lae sadiledl nt Ry timan

The: 327 has o standard-bpe rig—one
set of spreiders wlth oo e annl
twy lower shroads, The mast and Dhoam
are Bisclk anodized alominom. e
miast s stepped throuch the deck aw!
the masthend comes with o stamdad
sprinnaher crame (liody Tor a spare hal-
_I.':qr:|'|. Py il yann el nEeler the '\i!LlJ-
ll.'l.L.l_'r-EN_'.\_lT -|_1Er'|_'i|_|r| ]:;H_'Eu;g_l:. The Twam
in 1_'.1]1?1-:] [S11 11||I]| 1_'::|||'\; :_l;-u{nl.'llrl;'l-. i.H'I:'
ninent,  jily-recling  stadasd,  The
dloufsle-lareel turnlnekles, fn-lane stain-
less-stoel chain plates wnd throngh-
halted tanes are all ;nnn:l sz,

Lnder way

W tonk the 321 aut inta a t-hn|1]:_-.'
!1.:].' wiatl weimuls musking aver a5 |'|||_35|.
51 =i Tl aviain saned M. 'il.[l. Tl
Faguit  latmpdbist] sl ogeder tlase comdi-
gisirs el the rig owas stromg, bl we
oo interested fn u'l:t._a:'l:lil:lg test data
wineder gocre shilde conditions, so we
ebonpila] - il tlee madn. AfEr shoot-
eankd il il 325 sodleed well, takise
I.':|I,'|I.. :_:l.l"-l anel |.|_'|J|1: mver wilisout Ihll'.-
thmer Ehe radl wndder. Later in =
Glee winel Bightened for o period and
war gt wpe the foll wain. The sty
that returnecd still ddid aof Dssther the
Fupat ks any Ll l:k':ﬂ_'mr:.

Tha lawat steered well ol wheal -
fare was easv, The 321 responds 1o
plls wnel wants bo head up ke e
shonldd, & Tkl oppasite wlheel keeps

Lol geing straight. Visibilits
wl wns ool Thie helmsiman can
ot sronnd the wheel to Crios e e
loeel 4w thie Foraoard end ol the cock-
pits thess's 63 nches frean the whecl
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ter 4l cockpit cilue. Sile decks g ool
an o wiele s e r|.i~.|'||;||_4_:||||:||l, Jsnans,
aned to po ferward ome sanst step
arouwmd e inboard shronds on the
momskid ealie lape The boat facked
4;lll'l:'l:|'.' anl senbml alamg sasly when
the vl dockened, AN im0 wll | ene-
el saibiner (lais hiaad.

Ulailes pesver e wat ran smoothly
with w welwealile cogine  viliration
Stapprny waromls she torged either
wan b dess than o Fenath, When Back-
i wniker wonl comliteons, 1 owas ahle
ter chiise directeois wlale soand mooe
viersr, The Baat Jgmadled well a9 the
dock nuder windv eonditions, |
thsuaiit the pobe level for o diesel -
stallation in o sl boat was Bow.

The cogine controbs are meunled
Bigh on the steering-whee]  pedestal.
This 2&5inch wheal s thie new gacdial
steering, 1% tums hosd over to hard
over, Standard is a fvednch compass

and , pedestal, meard. The  mainesdeet -
ﬂ?_—,tm‘ﬂ : : mite e cockpst
an » Glock and the

I st level, & roond
design. The 3bzallon fuel tank s une
ader the cockpit, with the 81 cap in the
well, Emerrency tiller is standiard,
with the access plate o the nudder
et Behined tle pedeital,

A desion feature [whether  plusied
ar nat] whieh | ooetieed & that the
slicht culout a8 the alt end of the
cockpit i at the same fevel or & ligtle
lower than the companisaway i,
shoahd the Boat e pooped and the
covkpit T up, the waler wosld
et befoze it renches the companion,
which is ahove the seals.

Belowdecks [ was pleasantly s
|Jl::ih-1.'d- b desipn innovalions. The anca
Bewutifully combines teak witk filee-
ghiss, snd & madern look s achieved
withe the adeitiens of Dlack anodized-
alinniuam 7o graf raits and a talile
support pole. A lot of fherclps and
minimal amoust of teak were wsed in
the _|.[:|1||.‘_'. ipart side 3dth and naviea-
tiome  aren starhoard side aft, Thee,
eoupled with o aetal COMMPAnInnWEY
lep  Codol raction, ETE I ERR P the  alt
areiy, which e olten seven clased i

A B “l!'“‘“l th'ﬂ.' {llu'lli:l-ﬂll'lﬂ'll'-"'d:l' Ll
der: Maile ol stainboss steal with teal
treadls, the lower end hends baek inte
bwlkhead slots 1o give Toot room under
the Bichider, T found the ladder steep do
doseend and a |ittle 1-!It|-::t'—!|a'.| aell
gnchored, Considering the sole urea
wiel apen space gained by oot install-
b stege with solid teak side pieces,
o gan overlook the steep ladder, The
ampanignway is oliset bo stuebsoarl o
prowide a larger palley,

The galiey

In oy opanion, the 323% gellev s
: - will wrrenoed. and ey The sole
2 belowdeeks araa combings toak with litll:-lrgl.:!ss lor a medern ook, - Conbinsned on prEe T
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au emodeizedl 3w dnches The - Pograsn 321
stk s deep. DExlixI) anches Genaral Specitications
vl il deehoss metasnres a2 Ex2d T —. . ._
iaches with s shell, A threedmrnes al- LOA ':%
. . LYWL are
cobiol stowve with even s stancdardd: i
: Beam.... 10
There 15 a0 neat, wndereoaster silvers Drai s
ware nmgarienent, Buali-in ish racks galasl T As0E Ik
wel skovvge for pols uasdes tlie stove, Disglacemant.. 12800 b
Clamnler speace isures [Tx]4 2229 G4 ... - LATE 55 R

andd 221 inches, with o ronevalde
comter mver the steve, A clover deck-
geceas Faced swith siwoked Plexi-
tlasa keeps bong kitchen udeausila I:I-I.'-IL:_'I-

Olppursale Lhe gallew i thae navigation
ares, watl a0 BwBincl Bimeed oban
tahile  witl fat-chart  stowire  asader-
manithn Elie beoch seat s huiltsin andd
alwin hizs sbowaeese rocan. Wiee stonadand
dre racks for josbroments a
ek pesell holder wnd ebarl Hiehl

A 12l electrical ganel s located
bachpiond the naw tion arcs. with oo
parrlutiery selector switch Telow and
crstine srnition awilel el
Theris v oan antomikic fueldank ot
ol anel w psanesl ame fostoinsdede e
T TEER LI T dnar, nwext fa the iy
area. o Enerine goeess s 1iher Il'ir-’“l'.'.]i
1At~ (hnOT o h_l.' TarTIEs S 1_|11." o LU
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geak Dulihends, the calin sale s ek

Biath wmls of
swilly Jsllv. The overhead luis o partial
winnl beadliner te break op the jsrenal
contipity ol the Slwrglos e Boaer,
Thi ths waliier are
Tk auweres |'h.'.||:'|'~1 1 thee sheer are
stamedarel The teak cedlang Dsllens - on
Uier Dol side are optimeal. Paoe Bilwers
abise sliled Tomes cover  1he chasn
wihehi can be renpsosd b ome
a Fewy werews, Uln B Finst HT
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vk b o Baree Deethi, otilie-
st e Bovieetvichet bibch seal Lack vnisla
tn eape L prortesialis sisiteer:
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The Poarson 3F3's insiraments ang oasdy
wiawAd By 10E NeRmsman

b make a bsorth, Shelves are alwwve the
ehimette sl sefbee; stoware and water
vamks wre under berths. The dinetle's
sole arei is 20 Inclees.

Fhe head

Forward ol the main ealdn is the
head, which runs across the entire
Bost, To walk forward voa crass the
dharwer pan with its leak arating A
cood-size hanyimg locker is 30 part. To
statbicard 35 room for any of the five
woilet-sestern packagres offered as fac.
worvsizstalied options. The boat | oin
"il,‘l{'!"'l;l:-d. Tnd the Lietrs San wnil in-
stalled wnder the Forward Wolertl,
Liklne up |:||1|'|. a small part ol the
compartment. A Fald-cewinn vanity it
ard sink oare Debiind the lead. N
wagre Tocker o prosiced o this ares

5.h_|_'|'h.'\_'!. I‘l:l'\.‘l_’ .I-.'.-i.l'll'.'h EIJ'.IEI.""-.
The forward cabm

A aliding does feads wo the ferevamld

ealan, The YV-herthis are Bireer 15
jehes weross the frong 56 front Lo
sk e T tobal wadshe ot Tl N

Piertly Ersseert, staomlard, o Bee pleaeid s
d i JHiELInE TR TR Ter O] AR TR RN T 1 |
Tk warilin
Shelves  are omibseerd ol the Bwrtlaed
anednch Fiddles, e stowiage oo
wints ool threis aleawerrs with o biwher e
T o #lae |'||.II'|. il |,-||||'||_l.' LRIENIE
partppent on sturheael. The Torweind
rbpae s eeselronnn is G7LY, as 00 s o Ll
feimank, Sude airew easores Four inehbes
fesrwnarcl. 37 alt s 43 in ]I.'II,‘:'_':]:I.

Thi= 307 law o bt ool awew olioss
| LA SRHT A R |'-|-|.'§:\' Tk li
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